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The PNWCTA and OSU have partnered with ODA, WSDA and industry to develop a sustainability certification plan for Christmas tree growers.  The Socially and Environmentally Responsible Farm (SERF) program is now offered for the current season. 

To be certified under SERF, participants must demonstrate that they “support a balanced economic, social and environmentally sustainable Christmas tree operation.”   Farms will be audited via on-site inspection in the following five areas: Biodiversity, Soil and Water Resources, Integrated Pest Management, Health and Safety, and Community & Consumer Relations. Each participating farm develops their own sustainability manual, detailing how they will meet different components of the program. They are audited annually to check their compliance with their manual. PNWCTA issues the final certification. 
Both ODA and WSDA are conducting audits upon request. There is a fee for the inspectors time and mileage. Currently the cost is $40 per hour and 56.5 cents per mile. Please fill out an application for inspection by August 1, if you are interested. Services are only available to currently licensed Christmas tree growers.

www.serfcertified.org


[image: http://www.serfcertified.org/images/tree-tag-final.jpg]When you see the SERF logo on a Christmas tree, you are assured that it has come from a farm that has met rigorous standards for protecting land, water, communities and wildlife.

A certified farm has developed a Sustainability Plan for their farm and has demonstrated through an independent inspection that the plan is being used, updated and followed in all phases of their operation. 
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