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Brown Garden Snail Diagnostic

Information

Helix aspersa, common name the garden snail, has two recent synonyms Cornu aspersum and Cantareus aspersus. This species is one of the most well-known of all terrestrial mollusks; a pulmonate gastropod.

Although this species is edible, it is often regarded as a pest in gardens, especially where it has been accidentally introduced.
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Description
The adult bears a hard, thin calcareous shell 25–40 mm in diameter and 25–35 mm high, with four or five whorls. The shell is somewhat variable in color and shade but is generally dark brown or chestnut with yellow stripes, flecks, or streaks.

The body is soft and slimy, brownish-grey, and is retracted entirely into the shell when the animal is inactive or threatened. During dry and cold weather, the aperture of the shell is sealed with a thin membrane of dried mucus which is known as an epiphragm, which helps the snail retain moisture. During times of activity the head and foot emerge. The head bears four tentacles, the upper two of which have eye-like light sensors, and the lower two of which are smaller, tactile and olfactory sensory structures. The tentacles can be retracted into the head. The mouth is located beneath the tentacles, and contains a chitinous radula which the snail uses to scrape and manipulate food particles.

Ecology
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The garden snail is herbivorous and has a wide range of host plants. It damages numerous types of fruit trees, vegetable crops, garden flowers, and cereals.

It is a food source for many other animals, including small mammals, many bird species, lizards, frogs, centipedes, and predatory insects.

[image: image4.jpg]


There is a variety of snail control measures that gardeners and farmers can take to reduce damage. Traditional pesticides are still in use, as are many less toxic control options such as concentrated garlic or wormwood solutions. Copper metal is repellent to snails. A copper band around the trunk of a tree will prevent snails from reaching the foliage and fruit. The decollate snail (Rumina decollata) will capture and eat garden snails, so it is sometimes introduced as a biological pest control agent.  The information provided in this diagnostic was 






� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Snail1web.jpg" \o "Helix aspersa" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/23/Snail1web.jpg/210px-Snail1web.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/88/Snail_on_a_car_processed_p1120083.jpg/180px-Snail_on_a_car_processed_p1120083.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:MK-snail005.jpg" \o "Garden snail in Israel." �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5c/MK-snail005.jpg/180px-MK-snail005.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








