Northeastern Area Assocliation of Siate Foresiers

December 21, 2015

Dr. Barry B. Bai and  lames Marra

Oregon Department of Agriculture Washington Department of Agriculture
635 Capitol Street NE PO Box 42560

Salem, Oregon 97301-2532 Olympia, WA 98504

Dear Dr. Bal and Mr. Marra:

The Northeastern Area Association of State Faresters strongly supports your efforts and that of USDA
APHIS PPQ to rapidly respond to the recent detections of Asian gypsy moth in the states of Oregon and
Washington. Eradication of this destructive invasive forest pest is necessary to protect the forests of
North America.

As you are aware, the Northeastern Area of the United States has been dealing with gypsy moth since
1869, and the North American strain of gypsy moth still causes extensive damage and tree mortality in
the generally infested area and continues to spread to un-infested areas as only one-third of the
potential host type is currently infested. Over 1 million acres were defoliated by the gypsy moth in 2015
and we expect evenn more damage in 2016. In Pennsylvania, we plan to treat over 124,000 acres this
coming spring. The Asian gypsy math feeds on a wider host range and the adult female moths can fly,
unlike the North American gypsy moth adult females, greatly increasing the risk of rapid spread if the
Asian gypsy moth were to become established. Past eradication efforts have proven very successful,
and an aggressive and rapid response to treat the 10,500 acres in Washington and 8,641 acres in Oregon
is critical to prevent establishment in North America.

| understand that both the National Gypsy Moth Management Board and the Aerial Application Safety
Council have offered technical support to you and your staff. In addition, please feel free to contact our
staff here in Pennsylvania or other states that have expertise in aerial application programs. A safe

aerial application program is always the top priority, and we are able and willing to offer you our
support. Good luck with your programs in 2016.

Sincerely,

Daniel Devlin
Pennsylvania State Forester
Chair, Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters



Salp, Karla (AGR)

—_— S ——
From: Eggen, Donald <deggen@pa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 5:31 AM
To: Diana.L.Hoffman@aphis.usda.gov; AGR MI Pest Program
Cc: Devlin, Daniel
Subject: Washington NEPA Comments
Attachments: Asian Gypsy Moth eradication support - Dr Barry B. Bai and James Marra,

12-22-2015.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
March 25, 2016

Diana Hoffman

USDA APHIS PPQ

33400 9% Ave. S. Suite 200
Federal Way, WA 98003
and

WSDA Pest Program

3939 Cleveland Ave. SE
Olympia, WA 98501

RE: 2016 USDA Gypsy Moth Environmental Assessment for the Cooperative Eradication Program in Washington State

The Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters (NAASF) supports the Proposed Action to treat Asian gypsy moth
populations in Washington State with Foray insecticide. Please see the attached letter from NAASF sent December 21,
2015 in support of the eradication programs in Washington and Oregon.

Donald A. Eggen, Chair
NAASF Forest Health Committee

Cc: Daniel Devlin, Chair, Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters

Donald A. Eggen, Ph.D. | Forest Health Manager

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Bureau of Forestry | Division of Forest Health

400 Market Street, 6th Floor, PO Box 8552 | Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552

Main Office: 717.783.2066 | Direct: 717.787.2336 | Cell: 717.514-6714 | Fax: 717.783.7060

E-mail: deggen@pa.gov

From: Salp, Karla (AGR) [mailto:KSalp@agr.wa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 1:54 PM

To: Eggen, Donald <deggen@pa.gov>

Subject: Gypsy moth eradication support letter

Hello!
| few months ago you were kind enough to send a letter of support for our gypsy moth eradication project. We wanted

to let you know that our NEPA and SEPA documents are currently available for comment until March 30. If you would
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Sale, Karla (AGR)

From: Hoffman, Diana L - APHIS <Diana.L.Hoffman@aphis.usda.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 2:30 PM

To: Warren, Jim E - APHIS; Bodnar, Anastasia L - APHIS; Taylor, Randy (AGR); Salp, Karla
(AGR); Castro, Hector (AGR); Marra, James (AGR)

Cc: Campbell, Clinton L - APHIS

Subject: Fwd: Washington NEPA Comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Good afternoon
Here's a comment for the NEPA
Thank you

Diana Hoffman

State Plant Health Director

USDA APHIS

Plant Protection & Quarantine
Field Operations

518-307-6856
Diana.L.Hoffman(@aphis.usda.gov

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sarah Cassidy <sarah.farley.cassidy@gmail.com>
Date: March 23, 2016 at 2:25:45 PM PDT
To: <Diana.L.Hoffman@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: Washington NEPA Comments

NO THANK YOU!

Aerial spraying is NEVER a good option—even with supposed toxins “Safe” to humans, pets,
etc. Remember the Law of Physics: every action has a reaction. We can no longer afford the
environmental repercussions of blanket pesticide use, conventional agriculture has proven this
fact time and time again.

Thank you for listening,
Sarah Cassidy

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
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PO Box 7644 « Olympia, WA 98507 360-705-2040 « www.wafriends.org

March 28, 2016

Diana Hoffman USDA-APHIS-PPQ
33400 9th Ave. S. Suite 200
Federal Way, WA 98003

Dear Ms. Hoffman:

Washington Friends of Farms & Forests represents agricultural and timber producers across the state of
Washington. We are writing in support of the Washington State Department of Agriculture’s proposed
gypsy moth control program.

The Washington State Department of Agriculture caught more gypsy moths in Western Washington in
2015 than ever before. Gypsy moths pose a tremendous threat to agriculture, forestry and our quality of
life in Washington. They have the potential to not only devastate our crops, timber and nursery
products, but if they were to become established it would also mean costly quarantines for these
industries.

Asian gypsy moths have the capacity to spread rapidly. Large infestations can completely defoliate trees,
leaving them weak and more susceptible to disease or attack by other insects. Washington is the
Evergreen State. Sick and dying trees would harm not only our agricultural and timber industries, but
also tourism and the quality of life of all Washingtonians. Damaged and dead trees in western
Washington could lead to increased wildfire pressure just as compromised forest health has increased
wildfire damage in eastern Washington.

Defoliation of trees in riparian habitats could lead to increased water temperatures harming threatened
and endangered salmon and other aquatic life.

Several of the infestations are near state treasures that must be protected from gypsy moths including
the University of Washington Arboretum and Volunteer Park in Seattle, Dash Point State Park in Tacoma
and Tolmie State Park and the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge near Lacey.

Btk is a naturally occurring soil bacterium that is widely used in organic farming. It also has a long history
of use in similar areawide eradication programs. Because of this history, a huge amount of toxicity data
exists. Btk has an excellent safety record for humans, pets, birds, fish and bees. The benefit of
protecting our trees from gypsy moths far out weights any concerns about the use of Btk.

No action is not an option for Washington. The potential for catastrophic damage is far too high.

Sincerely,

Lot (L oo

Heather Hansen
Executive Director



SUSTANIABLE
FOREYTRY
INITIAT VE

A Weyerhaeuser

Western Timberlands » 16821 SE McGillivray Blvd, Suite 210 = Vancouver, WA 98683-0402

March 30, 2016

Diana Hoffman USDA-APHIS-PPQ
33400 9t Ave South, Suite 200
Federal Way, WA 98003

RE: WSDA Gypsy Moth Spray Program
Dear Ms. Hoffman:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed gypsy moth treatment planned for
this spring. Weyerhaeuser supports the Washington State Department of Agriculture’s (WSDA)
proposed gypsy moth control program.

Weyerhaeuser Company owns and manages approximately 1.3 million acres in Washington
State and another 1.8 million acres in Oregon. Due to our large ownership of timberland
holdings in both Washington and Oregon we are concerned about the potential impacts an
infestation of Asian and/or European gypsy moths would have on the forests in the Pacific
Northwest. As such, we are very supportive of the efforts by WSDA to eradicate the gypsy
moth.

As stated above, the ecological and economic impact of the gypsy moth is a serious concern to
Wevyerhaeuser. If the gypsy moth is able to make establishments in Pacific Northwest forests,
costly quarantines will be imposed on Washington’s nursery and forest industries. Moreover, if
the gypsy moth is not eradicated and allowed to spread, the state will incur significant costs to
manage the gypsy moth. It is well documented that the effects of defoliation from the gypsy
moth threatens wildlife habitat, increases the risk of wildfire and impacts water quality. Finally,
because gypsy moths are non-native, there are few natural enemies to help control them.

For the aforementioned reasons, we support the proposed gypsy moth treatments planned for
this spring by WSDA,

Sincerely,

SR\

Dan Newton
Chief Forester



March 30, 2016
Comments on the State of Washington Gypsy Moth project.
I am a professional forester with over 41 years of field experience in Washington State.

Invasive and destructive insects such as the European Gypsy Moth and the Asian Gypsy Moth pose a
serious threat to our Evergreen State. As invasive species, they have no natural predators to keep their
populations under control and I support the use of Btk insecticide to do so. Btk is a natural product,
OMRI (organic) approved and poses very little to no hazard to other insects, birds, animals, people, fish,
and the like.

The State has done an excellent job reviewing the problem, looking at various control options, and
making thorough plans to carry out a safe and effective control program using Btk.

Btk has been used successfully before to control Gypsy Moth larvae with an excellent record of safety.
The trees and shrubs of Washington State are too precious to risk to these invasive insects. Please
approve the treatment of Btk to control the moths.

Sincerely,
Bruce P. Alber, Certified Forester

2607 NW 116" Street
Vancouver, WA 98685



