
 

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY 
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(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 
Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency:    Department Of Agriculture 
 

Subject of possible rule making:  WAC 16-301-235, Phytosanitary field inspection requirements for beans; WAC 16-301-365 
through 440, Bean seed quarantine; Chapter 16-303 WAC, Seed assessment, fees for seed services and seed certification. 
The department is reviewing the existing rules on bean seed inspections and quarantines, and at the request of industry is 
considering requiring a third inspection for fields under sprinkler irrigation or a laboratory test to detect halo blight. In addition, 
the department is considering adding a fourth inspection for trial grounds and potentially adopting new or amended fee 
provisions to cover the department’s costs associated with the proposed inspection and testing services. 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject:  RCW 15.49.005, RCW 17.24.041, and Chapter 34.05 RCW. 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish:  Halo blight has been discovered in one 
bean field in Washington this year.  To keep this disease out of Washington, industry has suggested having the department 
do a second growing season inspection for fields under sprinkler irrigation, for a total of three required inspections, or require 
laboratory pathology testing of seed prior to planting.  A fourth inspection was suggested by industry for trial grounds. 
 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these agencies:  

None. 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

  Negotiated rule making 

  Pilot rule making 

  Agency study 

  Other:  WSDA staff will develop the rule proposal and will communicate with stakeholders and other interested parties for their 

review and comment.  Interested parties can also participate in the public hearing/public comment process. 

How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication:  

Jeff Larsen Victor Shaul 
1111 Washington St SE 21 N 1st Ave, Suite 203 
PO Box 42560 Yakima, WA 98902 
Olympia, WA 98504-2560 (509) 249-6955 
(360) 902-1960 FAX (509) 454-4395 
FAX (360) 902-2085 vshaul@agr.wa.gov 
jlarsen@agr.wa.gov 
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