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Release Date: October 10, 2007 
 
Scope of Interpretative Document: 
 
The Metam CLR 42% (Taminco, Incorporated) label dated August 08, 2007, 
contains chemigation language that is unclear, thus, requiring interpretation.  
Referencing the related page and section of the pesticide label, a question 
and answer format is used to clarify the relevant provision. 
 

This interpretative document neither alters provisions nor replaces provisions 
of the Section 3 label, but merely provides supplemental information. 
 
Any subsequent revision or interpretation to the label may or may not reflect 
the contents of this interpretation.  This interpretation may be revised or 
withdrawn at any time. 

 
Page 8 
Use Precautions for Sprinkler Irrigation 
Paragraph 2 
 
Interpretation 1: 
“When applying this product through sprinkler systems that are equipped 
with an end gun, or corner system, the end gun and/or the corner system 
should be shut off to prevent off target applications.” 
 
Is this a directive or an advisory statement? 
It is an advisory statement, a recommended practice by the registrant.  As 
such, WSDA will not enforce this provision. 
 
 
Interpretation 2: 
“If the end gun or corner system can not be shut off, then the system must 
be constantly monitored . . . .” 
 
Is this a directive or an advisory statement? 
It is a directive statement; therefore, WSDA will enforce this label provision. 
 
What is meant by “can not be shut off?” 
If the endgun is not configured so that it can be shutoff electronically 
(azimuth settings programmed at the control panel, remotely controlled with 
a telemetry device, or a limit switch, such as a mag- or lox-switch) or 
mechanically (toggle switch at the pivot panel), the chemigation system must 
be constantly monitored throughout the chemigation application.  No 
consideration is given in label provisions to the presence or absence of 
sensitive areas.
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If disabling of the endgun will require access to the system control panel or the manual manipulation of 
a valve on the irrigation system – which are direct-contact tasks performed within the treatment site, the 
individual must adhere to the early entry restrictions (“Agricultural Use Requirements”) and personal 
protection equipment requirements (“Handlers Performing Direct-Contact Tasks”) sections of the label. 
 
A corner system (swing span) that is not configured with electric or mechanical devices to interrupt the 
flow of water to nozzles along the span must also be constantly monitored. 
  
It is implicitly understood that disabling mechanisms are appropriately adjusted and properly maintained 
to adhere with the off-target application and off-target drift provisions of the label. 
 
What is meant by “constantly monitored?” 
What constitutes constantly monitoring is stipulated in Washington State Chemigation Rule (WAC 16-
202-1003[8]).  The applicator must be physically present at the application site, be able to observe the 
irrigation system, and be capable of an immediate response in the event of a malfunction.  The injection 
apparatus must also be periodically inspected to ensure proper operation.  An applicator may be able to 
monitor more than one system, as long as the chemigation system, as defined in WAC 16-202-
1002(19), can be assessed visually as to performance and functionality. 
 
If the endgun or corner system can not be shut off, must these systems still be “constantly 
monitored” even though sensitive areas are not at risk? 
It is the registrant’s intent that monitoring must occur on systems that lack shutoff mechanisms on the 
endgun and on nozzles positioned on the corner system (swing span). 
 
 
Interpretation 3: 
“. . . the system must be . . . immediately shut down by a person knowledgeable of the chemigation 
system and responsible for its operation, in the event of a malfunction, off target application or off target 
drift occurs.  All applications must remain within the target field boundaries.” 
 
Is this provision advisory or mandatory? 
This provision is mandatory.  WSDA will enforce this label provision. 
 
Does “shut down” refer to the injection system or the entire irrigation system? 
The provision is in reference to the injection apparatus, not the irrigation system. 
 
What is deemed to be an “off target application?” 
What the registrant construes as an off-target application is characterized in the final sentence: “All 
applications must remain within the target field boundaries.” 
 
Off-target application generally refers to overspray, the physical application of a product to an area that 
is not a part of the treatment site, such as a rights-of-way, a roadway, ditchbank, or an adjacent field. 
 
What constitutes “off target drift?” 
As defined in Pesticide Regulation Notice 2001-X, " ‘Spray or dust drift is the physical movement of 
pesticide droplets or particles through the air at the time of pesticide application or soon thereafter from 
the target site to any non- or off-target site.  Spray drift shall not include movement of pesticides to non- 
or off-target sites caused by erosion, migration, volatility, or windblown soil particles that occurs after 
application or application of fumigants unless specifically addressed on the product label with respect to 
drift control requirements.’ " 
 
Consequently, “off target drift” refers to physical (particle) drift, not to vapor drift. 
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Interpretation 4: 
“Use only sprinkler systems that give uniform coverage.” 
 
Is this provision advisory, or is it mandatory? 
The provision is mandatory; therefore, WSDA will enforce the label provision. 
 
What constitutes “uniform coverage?” 
Refer to WSDA Technical Information Bulletin (TIB) 07.01. 
 
What nationally established or industry-accepted standards exist? 
Refer to WSDA Technical Information Bulletin (TIB) 07.01. 
 
How can uniform coverage of a sprinkler system be verified? 
Refer to WSDA Technical Information Bulletin (TIB) 07.01. 
 
 
Interpretation 5: 
“Do not apply when wind speed favors drift beyond the area intended for treatment.” 
 
Is this provision advisory, or is it mandatory? 
The provision is mandatory language.  WSDA will enforce the label provision. 
 
What is intended by “when wind speed favors drift?” 
It is the explicit responsibility of the applicator to monitor meteorological conditions and to observe the 
chemigation process with the intent that “All applications must remain within the target field 
boundaries.” If meteorological events are conducive to off-target movement, the operation must be 
halted.  Response to an event must consider the necessary purge time of a system. 

 

Page 11 
Sprinkler System 
 
Interpretation 6: 
“Use only those sprinkler systems which give large water droplets to prevent excess loss.” 
 
Is this provision advisory or a directive? 
This is a mandatory provision; therefore, WSDA will enforce the provision. 
 
What constitutes “large water droplets?” 
Refer to WSDA Technical Information Bulletin (TIB) 07.02. 
 
 
Page 11 
Effect of Air Temperature and Winds on Sprinkler Application 
 
Interpretation 7: 
“To prevent wind drift of the fumigant, apply only when wind conditions are suitable.” 
 
Is this an advisory provision, or is it mandatory? 
This is a mandatory statement, therefore an enforceable label provision. 
 
What constitutes suitable wind conditions? 
Refer to Interpretation 5, What is intended by “when wind speed favors drift?” 
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