Common Diseases of Dahlias

Viruses, Entyloma Smut, and spider mites cause most common growing season diseases on Dahlias. Aphids and thrips are vectors of viruses  infecting Dahlias, and the virus is passed into the tuber. 

Washington State University tested samples of tubers in 1999 and 2000 and found Dahlia Mosaic Virus to be the most common, and present in over one half the samples. 
DMV (Dahlia Mosaic Virus)
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	DMV may show a blotchy pattern of yellowing between the veins in the leaves.

	 
	 

	[image: image2.jpg]



	Or chlorosis may follow veins, known as “vein-clearing.”
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	DMV can express symmetrical patterns of chlorosis on individual leaves.
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	Another symmetrical pattern on leaves caused by DMV.
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	Or DWV may cause ring spots, sometimes identified as “Tobacco Ring Spot Virus.”
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	Severe infection can cause this general yellowing of the entire plant, with severe stunting.



	Entyloma Smut 

(Entyloma calendulae f. dahlia)
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	Smut infection begins with yellow spots or blotches, turning brown and spreading over the leaf. 

	Spider Mite Damage
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	Pin-point bruising from spider mites feeding on the underside of leaf. Mites are too small to be seen here.
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	Same leaf, upper side, showing damage from spider mites.


