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Washington State Department of Agriculture

News Release  

 

No gypsy moth eradication treatments in Washington in 2010 
 

OLYMPIA – There will be no gypsy moth eradication treatments in Washington in 2010, the 

Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) announced today. It will be the third year in a row no 

eradication treatments will be conducted. 

After analyzing the results of last summer’s trapping and follow-up inspections, state agriculture 

officials concluded that no reproducing gypsy moth populations exist. WSDA caught 18 moths at seven sites 

last summer, including multiple catches in the Midland neighborhood in Tacoma (seven catches), Sunset 

Beach in Mason County (five catches) and Everett (two catches). 

Gypsy moths were first detected in Washington in 1974, but trapping and rapid response efforts have 

kept permanent populations out of the state. Nineteen states in the East and Midwest have permanent gypsy 

moth populations, resulting in significant environmental and economic costs each year. 

WSDA will again place small cardboard traps in the field next summer looking for new introductions 

of the pest. Sites where moths were caught in 2009, especially multiple-catch sites, will be heavily trapped 

next year. 
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