Certification Fact Sheet

WSDRA\ Washington State Dept. of Agriculture

WASHINGTON STATE

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Organic Food Program

What is a Producer/Processor?

You may qualify for our internal designation as a “Producer/Processor” if you are
a grower who also makes value added organic processed products from the crops
grown on your farm. This status allows you to combine your annual inspections,
reduce the forms you complete, and may lower your overall certification fees
(WAC 16-157 230(1)(b)).

Who Qualifies
To be considered a “Producer/Processor”, the following must apply:

=  Your growing and processing takes place at the same location.
= The same manager (s) is in charge of both organic growing and processing.

= Your farm and processing take place under the same business name, license
and UBI #.

= The majority of the ingredients in your value added processed products were
grown by you.

= You have the ability to accommodate your growing and processing inspections
at the same time.

Examples
Some examples of Producer/Processors would be:

= An orchardist who makes cider from organic apples grown in their orchard.
= An operation that makes jam or fruit leather from their organic berries.

= Afarmer that raises chickens for slaughter and sale at their facility.
Benefits
For your convenience, we offer the following to those who qualify:

= Combined annual inspections.

=  Submitting renewals together (same due dates).
= Paying your certification fees together.

= Lower certification costs by combining your fees.
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Fee Structure

As a Producer/Processor, you have several options for reporting your income from organic products,
depending on your specific scenario:

= |f your value added products are sold with an organic claim; and raw agriculture crops are used as
ingredients only and not sold fresh, you may either report sales under the producer or processor
fee schedule.

= |f you sell both value added products and fresh crops with an organic claim, you may either report
income under the producer fee schedule, or separate out your value added products under the
processor fee schedule and fresh organic crop income under the producer fee schedule.

See Organic Gross Annual Income and Certification Fee Form - Producer-Processors (AGR 2714) for
more details regarding the different scenarios that may apply to you. Producer/Processors should use
this form when reporting Gross Annual Income from organic products with their renewal packets.

In addition, we have an Renewal Application and Organic Operator Agreement form designed
specifically for you (AGR 2716).

Additional Information

Recordkeeping- Section 205.103 of the National Organic Standards requires certified operators to
maintain auditable records relating to the production, handling and sales of products marketed and
sold as organic. Inspectors may audit your records of value added products from field to sale, please
be sure to have all records available.

Use of Logos- As a Producer/Processor, you may choose to use either the WSDA Producer logo, or
WSDA Processor logo on your value added labels. The use of either of these logos is optional.

Licenses- Processing operations must comply with all applicable State and County Health regulations.
Please contact the WSDA Food Safety Program at (360) 902-1876 for more information regarding
what licenses you may need.

Washington State Department of Agriculture
Organic Food Program
PO Box 42560; 1111 Washington Street SE
Olympia, WA 98504-2560
(360) 902-1805, organic@agr.wa.gov
http://agr.wa.gov/foodanimal/org
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