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Treated Wood in Organic Production 

The USDA organic regulations state “the producer must not use lumber treated with 
arsenate or other prohibited materials for new installations or replacement purposes in 
contact with soil or livestock.”  This fact sheet has been created to clarify the 
certification criteria around the use of treated wood in organic production.  
 
 
Common Questions about the Use of Treated Wood in Organic Production 
 
Q: I am installing a new fence around my organic site. Can I use treated wood? 
A: You may use treated wood if the organic crop does not come into contact with 

the treated wood or the soil around the treated wood. In organic livestock 
production, animals must not be allowed contact with the treated wood or 
pasture in proximity to the treated wood. 

 
Q: I am installing a new trellis system in my organic orchard/vineyard. Can I use 

treated wood in my new system? 
A: No. In organic & transitional sites, treated wood cannot be used for any 

structure that will come into contact with crops or soil used to produce organic 
crops. However, treated wood may be used if it is located outside of the certified 
site and there is a clear boundary and buffer established.  

 
Q: I want to install treated wood end-posts for wire trellises for my crop (hops, 

blueberries, grapes, etc.) which will not touch the crop. Is this allowed? 
A: Yes, provided the end posts are outside of the organic site, a buffer is in place 
to  prevent contamination and there is a clear visible boundary. 
  
Q:  I am installing a new greenhouse. Can I use treated wood? 
A: Treated wood is prohibited in greenhouses where the wood is in contact with the 

organic crop, roots or the soil in the area of production. Treated wood may be 
used in greenhouses that produce organic crops on benches in flats, pots or 
other approved containers provided the organic crop does not come into contact 
with the treated wood. 

 
Q: Can I use treated lumber in the construction of a building on my farm?  
A: Yes. Treated wood may be used as long as contact with crops and livestock is 
 prevented. If livestock are housed in a barn constructed of treated wood, 
 animals should be restricted from contacting the treated wood.  
 
Q: Can I use treated wood if I use a plastic barrier or place the posts into concrete 

prior to installation?  
A: No. Except where indicated in this document, treated wood may not be used, 

even when a barrier is placed between the treated wood and the soil.  
 
 



Q: I have just purchased/leased an orchard that has treated wood in the trellising. Can I bring this orchard 
into the organic program? 

A: As with any other site, organic certification of the orchard will be subject to the requirement that no 
prohibited materials, including treated wood, be applied in the 36 months prior to the first organic 
harvest date. Alternatively, a site may immediately be eligible for organic status if the treated wood is 
replaced with non-treated wood or metal and all other requirements for eligibility are met. 

 
Q: I need to replace a treated post in my organic orchard. I have treated posts in an area of my organic site 

that is no longer in production. Can I reuse these treated posts in other areas of my orchard? 
A: No. USDA organic regulations do not allow for the use of treated posts for new or  replacement 
 purposes. 
 
Q: I could not find any materials other than treated wood that would suit my needs on my organic site. I 

went ahead and installed treated wood. Can my site still be considered organic? 
A: No. Because treated wood is considered a prohibited application, unless used in an allowed application 

as outlined in this document, your site must transition back to organic status. The site will be eligible for 
organic status after 36 months from the date on which you installed the treated wood. 

 
 
USDA Organic Regulations 
§205.105   Allowed and prohibited substances, methods, and ingredients in organic production and handling. 
To be sold or labeled as “100 percent organic,” “organic,” or “made with organic (specified ingredients or food 
group(s)),” the product must be produced and handled without the use of: 
a) Synthetic substances and ingredients, except as provided in §205.601 or §205.603; 
b) Nonsynthetic substances prohibited in §205.602 or §205.604; 
 
§205.202   Land requirements. 
Any field or farm parcel from which harvested crops are intended to be sold, labeled, or represented as 
“organic,” must: 
a) Have been managed in accordance with the provisions of §§205.203 through 205.206; 
b) Have had no prohibited substances, as listed in §205.105, applied to it for a period of 3 years immediately 

preceding harvest of the crop; and 
c) Have distinct, defined boundaries and buffer zones such as runoff diversions to prevent the unintended 

application of a prohibited substance to the crop or contact with a prohibited substance applied to adjoining 
land that is not under organic management. 

 
§ 205.206 Crop pest, weed, and disease management practice standard. 
f) The producer must not use lumber treated with arsenate or other prohibited materials for new installations 

or replacement purposes in contact with soil or livestock. 
 
 
 

For organic certification questions or applications forms: 
 
Washington State Depart. of Agriculture Organic Food Program 
PO Box 42560; 1111 Washington St SE 
Olympia, WA 98504-2560 
(360) 902-1805, organic@agr.wa.gov 
http://agr.wa.gov/foodanimal/organic 
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