
Territorial Days to Present—Historic Timeline

Serving Washington agriculture and the public since 1913

County auditors given duty 
to record marks or brands 
used on horses, cattle, sheep 

and hogs.  Only recorded 
brands or marks considered 

lawful.  No two residents 
allowed to use the same 

mark or brand.

Census facts:
yy Pop.: 23,955
yy Farms: 3,127
yy Acres in farms: 649,139
yy Resident/farm ratio: 7.7

(Below: Horse drawn 
wagons, circa 1870)

Census facts:
yy Population: 11,594
yy Farms: 1,350
yy Acres in farms: 366,156
yy Resident/farm ratio: 8.6

Board of Horticulture 
created:

yy To prevent the spread of 
fruit pests and diseases 

yy To appoint “Inspector of 
Fruit Pests” to:

�� See that regulations 
for inspection and 
disinfection of 
anything that may 
spread contagious 
diseases among fruit 
and fruit trees are 
made known
�� Inspect orchards, 
nurseries and other 
places suspected of 
infestation
��Direct treatment of 
infected materials, 
engage court if 
necessary.

Board of Horticulture 
duties added/expanded:
yy New provisions 
to prevent pest 
introductions

�� Plant shippers and 
sellers must be 
licensed (Nursery 
Licensing begins)
�� Licensees must 
notify Board of all 
shipments at least 24 
hours in advance
��Any imported plant 
material infested 
with any injurious 
insect shall be 
disinfected, cost 
charged to owner

yy Quarantine authority 
added; penalty 
provisions

yy Each board member 
is “Inspector of Fruit 
Pests,” may employ 
deputies in each 
county 

yy Inspecting fruits and 
vegetables 

yy Licensing commission 
merchants

yy Regulating the quality 
of pesticides  

yy Providing education 
and advice to fruit 
growers

The pear “Fire Blight” 
campaign in the Yakima 
Valley (below) required 
hundreds of volunteers 

directed by WSDA 
inspectors to cover 
60,000 acres of trees

WSDA duties expanded as state 
government is reorganized into  

10 major departments.

WSDA added duties include:
yy Grain and Hay Inspection (from 
the Public Service Commission)

yy Licensing of grain warehouses 
(from the Public Service 
Commission)

yy Bureau of Farm Marketing (from 
Washingon State College) 

yy Weights and Measures (from 
Secretary of State)

yy Authority to designate noxious 
weeds

(Above:  State Capitol building,  
circa 1920s)

Washington Territory 
(below) is organized 
on March 2nd with 

Isaac Stevens (left) as 
its first governor.

Census facts:
yy Population: 75,116 yy Acres in farms: 1,409,421
yy Farms: 6,529 yy Resident/farm ratio: 11.5

Census facts:
yy Population: 518,103 yy Acres in farms: 8,499,297
yy Farms: 33,202 yy Resident/farm ratio: 15.6

First “Pure Seed 
Act” passed, 
enforcement 

responsibility given 
to Dairy and Food 

Commissioner; 
State Seed Lab 

established in June 
1911.

Washington 
State Fair 
organized 

by 
legislature 
with state 

fairgrounds 
to be 

located in 
Yakima.

Census facts:
yy Pop.: 1,141,990
yy Farms: 56,192
yy Acres in farms: 
11,712,235

yy Resident/farm 
ratio: 4.9

Census facts:
yy Pop.: 1,356,621
yy Farms: 66,288
yy Acres in farms: 13,244,720
yy Resident/farm ratio: 20.5

At the request of the tree fruit industry, the horticulture law 
is amended to give WSDA authority to adopt and enforce 

regulations governing the grading and packing of apples and 
other fruits.  These are the first grade standards for apples 

in the nation. This new authority sets the foundation for the 
department’s Fruit and Vegetable Inspection Program.

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture adopts national grade 
standards for apples, eight years 

after WSDA adopted its grade 
standards.

Seed potato 
certification rules 

and inspection 
authorized

(Below: Potato 
harvesting using 
Model T Fords)

Apiary inspection 
is transferred from 

Washington State College.

Census facts:
yy Pop.: 6,724,540
yy Farms: 39,500*
yy Acres in farms: 14,800,000*
yy Resident/farm ratio: 170.2

*USDA estimates

During the Territorial Assembly’s first 
meeting in 1854, laws were passed: 
yy relative to weights and measures; 
yy regulating the rates of toll for 
grinding grain; 

yy to provide against dangerous and 
vicious cattle; 

yy making it an offense to mark 
other person’s livestock with 
your brand.

All livestock owners in most 
eastern Washington counties 

now required to record a 
mark or brand and to brand 

or mark their livestock.  
Auditors entitled to charge 

$.50 for a recording. 

Washington becomes the 42nd state with the same boundaries as today;  
Elisha Ferry (above left) is inaugurated (above right) as its first governor.

Office of State Veterinarian 
created: 

yy To protect against 
contagious and infectious 
animal diseases

yy Vested in the Professor of 
Veterinary Science, Pullman

yy Dr. Sofus B. Nelson is 
appointed first State 
Veterinarian

Office of State Grain 
Inspector created: 

yy To supervise and have 
exclusive control of weighing 
and grading of grain 
received in carload lots for 
milling or export

yy Headquartered in Tacoma

(Below: Trains on Seattle 
waterfront, circa 1890s)

State Dairy Commissioner  
position created: 

yy To protect against impure, 
unhealthful, adulterated and 
counterfeit dairy products

yy Duties expanded in 1899 to 
protect against adulteration 
of food, position 
renamed Dairy and Food 
Commissioner

(Below: Early model  
Babcock tester)

Various efforts made from 
the 1880s through the 1930s 
to publish lists of brands and 
brand holders. (Below: The 

Calgary Herald’s North West 
Brand Book, 5th edition, 

April 1900)

The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) 
is created with J.H. Perkins (left) as its first Director. 

Brings together nine areas of responsibility  
related to agriculture: 

yy Dairy and Food Commissioner
yy Commissioner of Horticulture
yy State Veterinarian
yy Inspector of Oils
yy Bakery Inspector
yy State Fair Commission

And takes over duties related to:
yy Feed 
yy Fertilizer 
yy Jacks and Stallions

Duty to record 
livestock 

brands shifts 
from county 
auditors to 

WSDA.  Long 
time employee 
Dora Criddle 
(left) takes 

on recording 
duties that 
continue 

until she retires in the 1950s.  As 
of Sept. 1, it is unlawful to brand 
any livestock in Washington with 

a brand not recorded with the 
Department of Agriculture.  The 
recording fee is $3 for a five-year 

period.  Director required to publish 
the Washington State Brand Book.

Washington State 
Dairy Products 
Commission is 

created to promote 
dairy products and 

to educate the public 
about dairy products 

and the dairy 
industry.

(Below: Dairy Queens 
with Governor 
Rosellini, 1960)

Washington Agricultural Enabling 
Act – Commodity Commissions 

is passed, resulting in the formation 
of five commissions in the first two 

years it is on the books:
yy Potato Commission
yy Seed Potato Commission
yy Bulb Commission
yy Wheat Commission
yy Fryer Commission

(Left:  A potato processing line in 
Moses Lake, ca. 1968)

Washington Agricultural Enabling 
Act – Commodity Boards is 

passed, resulting in the formation 
of fourteen commissions between 

1964 and 1998, including the 
Alfalfa Seed Commission in 1975.

(Below: Alfalfa seed harvesting 
with a combine, circa 1950s)

Recognizing the growing, specialized 
needs of small farms, legislation is passed 

providing direction for a Small Farm 
and Direct Marketing program within 

WSDA.  The program is eliminated in 2011 
due to lack of funding.

Food Assistance Programs 
transferred to WSDA 

from the Department of 
Commerce with the stated 
intent that the programs 
continue to be provided 

through community-based 
organizations and that 

WSDA’s core program not be 
impacted by administration 

of the food assistance 
programs.

(Above:  Mary Soderquist, 
Kim Eads, Joe Bippert, Susan 

Eichrodt and James Scovel 
with a truck from one of the 
many food banks they serve)

Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program initiated with Congress 

providing an appropriation 
to USDA to provide block 

grants to states to enhance the 
competitiveness of specialty 

crops.  WSDA receives $182,000 
in each of the first two years to 
support 11 projects.  The 2008 
Farm Bill provides enhanced 
funding, increasing WSDA’s 

annual allocation to $3 million 
starting in 2009.

(Below: Rianne Perry, Grants 
Specialist, with her Specialty 

Crop Block Grant display)

WSDA’s Gypsy Moth 
Program is the first in 

North America to use the 
biological insecticide Bt 
(Bacillus thuringiensis), 

rather than broad-spectrum 
chemical insecticides, to 

eradicate gypsy moth 
populations.

(Below: John Lundberg 
speaks with the contractor 
who is preparing to spray 
Btk in the Crown Hill area  

of Seattle, 2002)

Waste Pesticide 
Identification and 

Disposal Program (right) 
established to provide an 
appropriate, economically 
feasible way for farmers to 
legally dispose of unusable 

pesticides.  By 2012, 
WSDA had safely disposed 

of more than 2.7 million 
pounds from over 7,300 

customers.

WSDA is statutorily designated as the agency of state 
government for the administration and implementation of 

state agricultural market development programs and activities, 
both domestic and foreign.  At its high water mark in July 

1990, the Market Development Program had 10.5 FTEs and 
overseas contract trade representatives in Japan and Taiwan.

(Above:  A restaurant promotion in 1999 organized by WSDA)

New poultry diagnostic and research lab 
(above) opens on May 2nd at Puyallup.

Planting stock certification 
program law enacted.  Tree 
fruit certification programs 
established for cherries in 

1962, then other stone fruit, 
then apples and pears by 

1972.

WSDA moves into its 
offices on the fourth 

floor of the new 
General Administration 

Building (left) on the 
Capitol Campus.   

This would be WSDA’s 
headquarters  

until 1992.

SIXTH EDITION 
Updated 2010 

Regulations and Strategies for Farm Businesses in Washington State

Small Farm & Direct Marketing Handbook 

The first “Regulation 
Handbook for Direct 
Farm Marketers” is 

published.  Commonly 
known as “The Green 
Book” for its original 

green cover, the 
seventh edition of the 
Small Farm & Direct 

Marketing Handbook is 
to published in 2014.

(Above: 6th edition)

Dairy Nutrient 
Management 

Program 
transferred to 

WSDA from the 
Department of 

Ecology.

(Above: Cara 
McKinnon, 

DNMP 
Inspector, 

works with a 
dairy farmer on 
recordkeeping)

WSDA celebrates its 
100th anniversary 

as a state agency 
supporting the 

agricultural 
community and 

promoting consumer 
and environmental 

protection.

(Above: Centennial 
Historian Mary Beth 
Lang and Centennial 
Coordinator Becky 

Elias staff a booth at 
the Centennial Day in 
the legislative building 

April 11, 2013)

WSDA given 
major duties 

in state’s 
bioenergy 
initiative.  

Motor Fuel 
Quality 

Program 
expanded to 
include an 

emphasis on 
biofuels quality.

(Below: 
Biodiesel 

bumper sticker)

Law passed regulating 
Economic Poisons 
(now Pesticides), 
providing for the 

licensing, registration, 
labeling and branding 
of economic poisons.  

Carried out by Division 
of Horticulture.  

(Above:  Aerial spraying 
of apple orchards, 1940)

Washington State Apple 
Advertising Commission 

created, funded by an 
assessment of 2 cents per 

hundredweight, and directed 
by seven apple producers and 
four apple dealers appointed 
by the governor.  The director 
of agriculture and supervisor 
of horticulture of the State 

of Washington are ex-officio 
members of the commission 
without vote.  It is the duty 
of all state and county law 

enforcement officers and all 
employees and agents of the 

department of agriculture to 
enforce this act.  (Below: Apple 

products being presented to 
Governor Martin, 1937)

Legislation 
enacted 

establishing 
statutory 

standards for 
food products 
marketed and 

labeled as 
organic.  Director 
of Agriculture to 
administer this 

new law.

Division of Weed Control 
is created.  Becomes the 

Weed Branch, then by 1960, 
the Pesticide Branch as 

activity changes.

WSDA develops its first 
logo specific to the 
agency (left), which 

it uses until 2012.

In early fall, WSDA moves all 
Olympia-area staff (except 
lab personnel) into its new 

headquarters on the second 
floor of the newly completed 
Natural Resources Building 
(below), where they are still 

housed today.

On February 25th, WSDA has an open house 
to celebrate moving all Yakima-area staff 

during several preceding months into its newly 
remodeled space in the historic Pacific Fruit & 

Produce Building, which still serves as the eastern 
headquarters for WSDA.

(Right: Director Jesernig, far right, presides over 
the ribbon-cutting for the new Yakima building)
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Legislation enacted 
authorizing the Director 

to adopt rules establishing 
a certification program 
for organic producers. In 
1988, its first year, WSDA 

certifies 68 organic 
farms and a 
total of 2,000 

acres.Certified Organic
Washington State Dept. of Agriculture

PRODUCER

First detection of gypsy 
moth in Washington.  
Since then, isolated 

introductions have been 
detected almost every 

year, but no permanent 
population has ever 

been established in the 
state due to WSDA’s 

aggressive trapping and 
eradication programs. 

(Above:  Chad Phillips 
displays gypsy moths 
found in WSDA traps  

in 1992)

Moxee Quarantine 
Station (above) established 

to produce disease-free 
stone fruit nursery stock.  

Begins operating in January 
1945 with 

Dr. Earle C. 
Blodgett (right) 
as its first plant 

pathologist.

WSDA establishes a hop laboratory in Yakima (below), 
taking on analytical work that previously was farmed out 
to commercial laboratories.  The new lab is one of the best 

equipped of its kind in the Northwest and soon takes over the 
regulatory analytical work on feeds, fertilizers and pesticides.

The State Dairy and Food Lab in 
Seattle is closed and merged with 
WSDA’s lab facilities.  Chemistry 

work moves to the Yakima lab; 
Microbiology merges with the 
Food/Animal Microbiology Lab 
in the GA building in Olympia.  
This ends the Dairy and Food 

Program’s 75-year connection to 
the University of Washington.

Washington State Uniform Fluid 
Milk Act established to improve 

standards for production, 
processing & distribution of 

fluid milk products.

(Below: 1940s dairy operation)

The state of 
Washington 
is certified as 

brucellosis free 
by the U.S. 

Department of 
Agriculture, one 
of the first states 

to achieve this 
status.

State law establishes new government 
structure for noxious weed control, creating 

a six-member State Noxious Weed Control 
Board and county weed boards.  The duty to 

adopt the state noxious weed list is transferred 
from WSDA to the state board, of which the 
Director of Agriculture is a voting member.

Legislature creates a revolving fund 
for State Nursery.  Washington 

State Nursery at Bellingham 
(above) is converted to state from 

Soil Conservation Service.

As part of the state’s Centennial Celebration, WSDA 
sponsored a program recognizing farms that have 

been in the same family for 100 years or more.  
Almost 400 farms chose to participate, each receiving 
a certificate and included in the book “Washington’s 

Centennial Farms: Yesterday and Today” (left).


